
FROM GLASS ONION TO THE BALKANS: HOW ADAM DAVENPORT BECAME 
THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN ACTOR IN SERBIAN AND CROATIAN CINEMA 
 
Davenport is only one of a few actors to receive honorary citizenship from Serbia, 
including Ralph Fiennes, Johnny Depp and Steven Seagal. 
 
Adam Davenport (Heroes of Halyard, Satellite Award winner for Glass Onion: A Knives 
Out Mystery) has quietly made history as the first African American actor to appear in 
both Serbian and Croatian cinema--a breakthrough in a region that has rarely featured 
Black talent on-screen. A multi-hyphenate artist, he previously made history as the first 
African American producer to chart on Billboard for EDM when his debut single "My 
Return Address Is You" broke into the top 25 of the Billboard Dance Club Chart.  
 
With his roles in Rados Bajić’s Heroes of Halyard (Serbia) and Danilo Šerbedžija’s 
Dražen (Croatia), Davenport’s performances mark the first time an African-American 
performer has been represented within either nation’s national film canon. 
 
In an effort to diversify and expand his acting opportunities, Davenport left the United 
States and temporarily relocated to Belgrade in 2020 during the pandemic. There he 
collaborated with some of the region’s most respected filmmakers, including Rados 
Bajić, Stevan Filipović, Danilo Šerbedžija and Lazar Bodroža. 
 
Heroes of Halyard, from legendary actor-director Rados Bajić, is set in a remote Serbian 
village in 1944 and tells the story of two brothers divided by ideology in the waning days 
of World War II—one fighting for the Yugoslav Army in the Homeland, the other for the 
Partisans. Based on the true rescue operation of American and British pilots trapped 
behind enemy lines, the film features Davenport as real-life Tuskegee Airman James 
Alonzo Walker. His portrayal has earned Best Supporting Actor honors from more than 
a dozen international festivals, including the Anatolian Film Awards (Turkey), Eastern 
Europe Film Festival, Five Continents, New York International Film Awards, Oniros, 
Rome International Movie Awards and Sweden Films. 
 
Heroes of Halyard opened #1 at the domestic box office in Serbia and Montenegro, 
outperforming studio releases such as The Exorcist: Believer, Nimród Antal’s 
Retribution (Liam Neeson) and Saw X. The film had its international premiere at the 
Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival in Estonia and won Best International Film and Best 
Director at the Mira Ban Film Festival in London.  
 
Dražen—which also screened at the Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival—chronicles 
the extraordinary life of Croatian basketball legend Dražen Petrović, from his early days 
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in Šibenik to his meteoric rise through Europe and into the NBA. While celebrating his 
athletic triumphs, the film explores the emotional and spiritual cost of greatness, 
portraying basketball as both Petrović’s greatest passion and his lifelong burden. 
 
In Dražen, Davenport plays a sage bartender who befriends Petrović, played by 
Domagoj Nižić. In a recent post on social media, Davenport reminisced on his on-set 
experience in the project, which marked his first direct offer without an audition. He 
wrote, "Every set offers you some new experience... I was also the only American actor 
in the cast and I marveled at how this cast from Zagreb worked together like a family 
and welcomed me as a guest into their home... It was a gift to talk with Danilo about 
filmmaking and his father's artistic legacy." 
 
Dražen's filmmaker Danilo Serbedzija is the son of legendary Croatian actor Rade 
Serbedzija (Eyes Wide Shut, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1). His debut 
feature 72 Days was previously Croatia's official submission to the Oscar's foreign 
language category.  
 
By stepping into narratives that are part of the core identities of these cultures, 
Davenport's presence redefines who gets to belong in Balkan history and bridges the 
African American legacy of resilience with the Balkans’ own narrative of struggle, 
survival and rebirth. Both projects reflect a new generation of Central and Eastern 
European filmmakers embracing global storytelling and casting beyond borders. 
 
In 2023, Karen Benardello of the New York Film Critics Online noted that Davenport 
"became one of the first actors of African descent to work in Serbia cinema."   While 
Black actors in the Balkans are less common due to the region's demographics, some 
have emerged and gained recognition, often through international careers. Notable 
examples include the late actor Moussa Cissé from Senegal, who worked in Yugoslav 
cinema, and Kofi Agbelengor from Ghana, who appeared in Serbian productions. Born 
in Cameroon, Bata Kameni emigrated to Yugoslavia and worked as a stuntman and 
supporting actor in numerous Partisan war films and action projects through the 
1970s–80s, becoming a cult figure in Belgrade film circles.John Kitzmiller appeared in 
several Yugoslav films after he left the United States, most notably the Slovenian film 
Valley of Peace (Dolina miru) by France Štiglic; Kitzmiller’s performance won Best Actor 
at the 1957 Cannes Film Festival, making him the first Black actor ever to win at 
Cannes. He later starred alongside Sean Connery in the first James Bond film, Dr. No. 
 
While he was living in Serbia, Davenport also appeared in a small but memorable 
supporting role in Rian Johnson's Glass Onion (Netflix), which filmed in Belgrade, in a 
scene opposite Oscar nominee Kate Hudson. Film critic Karen Benardello singled out 
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Davenport's performance in a feature piece, as he stood out in an ensemble otherwise 
cast with major movie stars:  
 
Playing a supporting character in ‘Glass Onion’ alongside not only Hudson, but also 
such fellow A-listers as Daniel Craig, Edward Norton, Janelle Monáe, Kathryn Hahn, 
Leslie Odom Jr. and Dave Bautista has helped put Davenport’s name on the radar for 
future Hollywood studio projects. While he has been starring in short films, features and 
television series since he graduated from Yale University, the sequel has finally 
legitimized him as an actor.  
 
The actor was praised for the precision of his delivery alongside Hudson during their 
scene together. Davenport chose to play his character as a guest who didn’t want to be 
at the party, which was a bold choice that infused the scene with more nuanced layers. 
Johnson, who wrote, directed and produced ‘Glass Onion,’ like its predecessor, helped 
validate the performer by trusting him to utilize the acting skills he’s built playing smaller 
supporting roles throughout his career. 

With Johnson having complete faith in Davenport’s choices as an actor, the latter should 
have a chance to carry a film as a protagonist or lead character. All the roles he has 
previously played in movies have been in service of another character’s journey. But 
from his performance in ‘Glass Onion,’ it’s apparent that he has a versatile range of 
skills that should be explored in a lead role. Even though he has played smaller roles, 
he always immerses himself into each character, and makes the necessary changes, 
whether in the character’s voice or physical behavior, to fit each situation. 

Stevan Filipovic also cast Davenport in the action adventure drama Pored Nas (Next to 
Us), the sequel to his feature Pored Mene (Next to Me), which won Best Film at FEST 
International Film Festival. The latter movie, which was shot in Serbia, was the country’s 
highest grossing feature of the year when it was released in 2015. Filipovic also hired 
Davenport as the acting coach for the film. 

African Americans going to Europe to be taken more seriously as artists is a pattern that 
began with Josephine Baker, Marian Anderson and Donna Summer. With Davenport 
continuing that legacy, Serbia gave him honorary citizenship, an honor which is only 
shared by three other actors: Steven Seagal, Ralph Fiennes and Johnny Depp. 

The European Film Academy has also taken notice of Davenport’s talent, and offered 
him membership into their actors branch. The esteemed peer group also includes Craig, 
Fiennes, Ben Kingsley, Helen Mirren, Charlotte Rampling, Isabelle Huppert, Jude Law, 
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Juliette Binoche, Penelope Cruz, Viggo Mortensen, Mads Mikkelsen, Natalie Portman, 
Rachel Weisz and Michael Caine. Davenport is also a member of BAFTA. 

Davenport, who is also SVP of Talent & Casting at Spaceflea (Beijing/LA) and founder 
of The International Acting Studio (TIAS), has helped bridge performance training and 
cross-continental collaboration between Hollywood and emerging European markets. 
His participation in these films underscores the growing globalization of performance, 
particularly in regions where the presence of Black artists has historically been 
non-existent. Last year, Davenport returned to the United States and he currently lives 
in New York City. 
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